Finding Main Ideas and Supporting Details
A. (1) At some time or another, many relationships go through a conflict phase. (2) If couples would analyze these fights, however, they would discover that they have important differences that would fit into three different categories. (3) The first category is pseudo conflict. (4) These types of arguments are triggered by a lack of understanding or a misunderstanding. (5) In addition, there is simple conflict. (6) This type of conflict stems from differences between couples in the way they view the world. (7) For example, a couple may have different ideas, definitions of what something means, perceptions of how things should work out, or perhaps they may disagree about goals. (8) Finally, there is ego conflict which is the most difficult to resolve.  (9) This type of conflict exists when each partner feels as though he or she is being personally attacked. (10) Each partner becomes on guard and the situation is emotionally charged. 

1. Write the number of the sentence that is the main idea of the paragraph.

__2_____________

2. Write the number of one sentence that expresses a major supporting detail.


_____4__________

3. Write the number of one sentence that expresses a minor supporting detail.


________7________

4. What is the pattern of development used in this paragraph?

a. Definition
b. Contrast
c. XListing/Sequence
d. Description

5. What is a transitional word that tell you the pattern of organization?

______________________




											
B. (1) Spanking or not spanking has been a controversial issue for many years. 
(2) However, recent studies have concluded that not spanking a child saves them from developing a troubling personality trait as they get older. (3) In fact, the results of a recent study suggest there is a significantly increased risk of higher levels of aggression at age five when spanking is used at age three. (4) Therefore, child development experts have typically advised parents to use methods other than spanking to discipline children because of the role spanking plays in modeling aggression. 

6. Write the number of the sentence that expresses the main idea of the paragraph.
______________________
7. Write the number of one sentence that expresses a major supporting detail.
_____________________

C. (1) Culturally, there are many rules that govern a variety of behaviors for men and women. (2) In particular, handling conflict is dominated by different rules in different cultures. (3) Asian cultures, for example, are more prohibitive of women’s conflict strategies. (4) Asian women are expected to be exceptionally polite; (5) this is even more important when women are in conflict with men and when the conflict is public. (6) In the United States, there is a verbalized equality; (7) men and women have equal rights when it comes to permissible conflict strategies. (8) In reality, there are many who expect women to be more polite and to pursue conflict in a non-argumentative way, while men are expected to argue forcefully and logically.

8. Write the number of the sentence that expresses the main idea of the paragraph.
_______________________
9. Write the number of one sentence that expresses a major supporting detail.

-----------------------------------------------
10. Write the number of one sentence that expresses a minor supporting detail.
________________________



11. What is the organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a. Contrast/comparison
b. Description
c. Simple listing
d. Definition

D. (1) Exposure to color has long been thought to have an effect on mood and mental perception, but there is also some evidence that colors affect people physiologically. (2) Several studies have shown that colors can elicit a physical response from participants simply from exposure. (3) For example, when subjects are exposed to red light, their respiratory movements increase; exposure to blue light decreases respiratory movements. (4) Similarly eye blinks increase in frequency when eyes are exposed to red and decrease when exposed to blue.  (5) These findings seem consistent with the intuitive feelings that people have about blue being more soothing and red being more stimulating. (6) In a study of school children, after changing a school’s walls from orange and white to blue, the blood pressure of the students decreased while their academic performance improved. 

12. Which sentence represents the main idea of the paragraph?

a. People’s health can be improved with the use of color.
b. Changing colors in classrooms has become part of the requirement in schools.
c. There is some evidence that colors affect people physically.  
d. Counting eye blinks and measuring respiration is not an effective way to measure the health of individuals.

13. Write the number of one sentence that expresses a major supporting detail. (One sentence only.)
____________________
E. (1) Even though each person has a favorite food, the innate preference for sweet, salty, and fatty foods is based on a scientific explanation. (2) Sugar seems to elicit universal pleasure (even among infants), and the brain seeks pleasure. (3) Salt provides two important electrolytes (sodium and chloride) that are essential to your body and can stimulate the appetite. (4) Your liking of both sugar and salt makes carbohydrate-rich foods appealing to you. (5) Foods rich in carbohydrates provides the fuel that your body needs daily. (6) High-fat foods not only have rich textures and aromas that round out the flavors of food, but also provide essential nutrients that are critical to your health. (7) Thus our enjoyment of sauces, gravies, and salad dressings is also meeting our nutritional needs.

14.  Write the number of the sentence that expresses the main idea of the paragraph.
____________________
15. Write the number of a sentence that expresses a major supporting detail.
____________________
16. Write the number of a sentence that expresses a minor supporting detail.
____________________
F. (1) Creating a neighborhood watch program is truly a benefit for everyone.       (2) One reason for this is that neighborhood watches unite neighbors in a common goal. (3) This common goal insures that neighbors work together to protect each other. (4) One family’s security becomes everyone’s concern. (5) Another reason they are so beneficial is because neighborhood watch programs reduce crime. (6) For example, crime reduction can be the result of something as simple as posted signs which act as deterrents to criminals. (7) Neighbors in these posted areas are more likely to report any suspicious persons or activities. (8) A final reason that neighborhood watch programs are so effective is because they keep neighbors alert. (9) Because neighbors meet regularly, everyone is more aware of events, rules, or changes in the community.

17. Is the main idea stated or implied?

a. Stated

b. Implied
	



18. Write the number of the sentence that expresses a major supporting detail. (One sentence only.)
___________________________
19. Write the number of a sentence that expresses a minor supporting detail. (One sentence only).

___________________________


20. What pattern of organization is used to develop the major supporting details?

a. Definition
b. Contrast and Comparison
c. Description
d. Cause and effect

21. Write one transitional phrase that tells you that pattern of organization.

a. One reason
b. This common goal
c. For example
d. Because neighbors

G. Giving “gifts” in exchange for getting business is common and acceptable in many countries even though this may be frowned upon elsewhere. In Japan it’s called kuroi kiri (black mist); in Germany, it’s schmiergeld (grease money), whereas Mexicans refer to la mordida (the bite), the French say pot-de-vin (jug of wine) and Italians speak of the bustarella (little envelope). They’re all talking about bakshseesh, the Middle Eastern term for a “tip” to grease the wheels of transaction.

22.  Is the main idea of this paragraph stated or implied?

a. Stated
b. Implied

23. The organizational pattern of this paragraph is

a. Contrast
b. Comparison
c. Cause and effect
d. Simple listing

24. Write the number of one sentence that is a major supporting detail.
_____________________
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